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Frequently, perhaps usually, the jobber (badger or brogger)
gave out wool to the spinners or weavers on credit, just as he
himself often bought wool from farmers on credit. Apparently,
in the latter case at least, formal agreements were drawn up
containing a promise to pay a specified amount at the expira-
tion of a given time. Much the same course was pursued, on
a national scale, in financing the civil war. Parliament made
many of its purchases on credit, and induced citizens to advance
or adventure money for such purposes as the conquest of Ire-
land, and rewarded its creditors with grants of Irish lands, &c.
It is curious, however, that the government lagged behind the
individual, and that England was behind Holland. Cromwell's
government was severely hampered by a debt of a million and
a half pounds, which would not have been a real source of
weakness if some system of funding the national debt had been
used.
In considering industry, it is natural to select for discussion
the most important—namely, the woollen or textile branch.
Throughout the Stuart period men extolled the golden fleece:
' the woollen industry was the chief employer of labour at home
and the stoutest prop of foreign trade. It was the earliest of
manufactures and the most widespread. It provided full-time
employment for many, and enabled small farmers to supple-
ment their meagre profits by the spinning of their families at
home. It permitted both large- and small-scale production,
although the tendency in most localities was to concentrate the
control of cloth-making into few hands.
One feature of the textile industry in the seventeenth century
must not be overlooked—the new drapery. The religious
refugees from the Netherlands in the isGo's had introduced the
manufacture of fustian, a coarse cloth made of cotton and flax.
The main centre for this was Lancashire, particularly Man-
chester and Bolton, and before the end of James's reign a peti-
tion stated that there were at least forty thousand pieces of
fustian made every year. The flax used came from Ireland,
where its growth was much stimulated by the efforts of Went-
worth, and the cotton (or cotton wool as it was then called)
came from the Levant. It is doubtful whether any pure-cotton
fabrics were manufactured in England at this time.1
The textile industry by 1603 had reached the point at which
1 George W. Daniels, The Early English Cotton Industry (1920), chap. i.

